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UC THEATER HOSTS JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL 
MISSOULA--
Film director Junichi Suzuki will be on hand at The University of Montana this Friday 
for a Japanese Film Festival featuring his work.
Suzuki will give a talk and answer questions through an interpreter after showings of 
his films, “Suna no Ue no Robinson (A Sand Castle Model Home Family)” and “Sukiyaki.” 
Suzuki’s wife, Japanese actress Rumi Sakakibara, also will be present.
In addition to Suzuki’s own films, the festival will feature two films recommended by 
him: “The Eel” and “A Taxing Woman.”
All showings take place in the University Center Theater and are free and open to the 
public. The festival is made possible through the Japan Foundation, Kumamoto Plaza and the 
UC Theater.
Details are as follows:
Friday, Feb. 1
3 to 4:30 p.m. -- Film, “Suna no Ue no Robinson (A Sand Castle Model Home 
Family),” director Junichi Suzuki, 1989. This rollicking comedy centers on the Kido family 
and their misguided efforts to move from a crowded Tokyo tenement to a spacious house.
4:30 to 5 p.m. -- Break.
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5 to 5:10 p.m. -- Introduction of Junichi Suzuki and his wife, Rumi Sakakibara.
5:10 to 6:40 p.m. — Film, “Sukiyaki,” director Junichi Suzuki, 1995. A comedic 
drama, “Sukiyaki” focuses on a Yokohama family’s struggle to keep their Western-style 
restaurant, the Boston Grill, running in the face of Alzheimer’s disease and other challenges.
6:40 p.m. — Q-and-A with Suzuki and Rumi.
Saturday, Feb. 2
5 to 7 p.m. -- Film, “The Eel,” director Shohei Imamura, 1997. A psychological 
drama, “The Eel” is a darkly comic tale of love, redemption and a man’s beloved pet eel. 
(Note: This film has no rating, but is not appropriate for children.)
7 to 7:30 p.m. — Break.
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. -- Film, “A Taxing Woman,” director Juzo Itami, 1987. Through 
her work for the Japanese version of the Internal Revenue Service, Miyamato doggedly tracks 
down tax cheats, including a millionaire who falls in love with her in this satirical comedy. 
(Not appropriate for children.)
For more information about the Japan Film Festival, call the UC Theater at 243-FILM 
or 243-6174.
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